	Implementation of Commission Directives on infant formulae and follow-on-formulae (91/321/EEC and 2006/141/EC)

	Country
	Date of law
	Promotion of  infant formula 
	Free samples of infant formula
	Free and low-cost supplies of infant formula
	Promotion of Follow on milks (FOMs)
	Display of logos in health care system 
	Other comments

	Luxembourg
	20.11. 93 published on 13.12.93

New law published 3..4.08 
http://www.legilux.public.lu/leg/a/archives/2008/0038/a038.pdf 
	Specifically forbidden for the public allowed only for health workers


	Forbidden
	Forbidden except for babies who have to be  fed

	Advertising of infant formula and follow on formula are forbidden to the public 

Follow-on milk labels etc must not have idealising pictures or text – the same as for infant formula.
	Permitted
	National policy2006 recommends EBF for 6 months and continued BF for 2 years and beyond 



	Spain
	20/11/92

composition aspects revised 4/2/98 

New law ?
	Allowed only for health workers in child care and scientific publications 
	Forbidden
	Forbidden except for etc..

Health Circular forbids them.
	Permitted
	Permitted
	Health Ministry confirmed in a letter that the publications referred to were not magazines for the public

	France
	4/6/94

Arrêté du 11 avril 2008 relatif aux préparations pour nourrissons et aux préparations de suite 

et modifiant l’arrêté du 20 septembre 2000 relatif aux aliments diététiques destinés à des 

fins médicales spéciales
	Old 1996 law Forbade for the public and allowed for health workers

New Law permits ads for the public.


	Forbidden in old law

New law says Art. 21. −Il est interdit de détenir en vue de la vente ou de la distribution à titre gratuit, de mettre en vente, de vendre ou de distribuer à titre gratuit des préparations pour nourrissons et préparations de suite qui ne 

répondent pas aux dispositions du présent arrêté.
	Forbidden except for etc...
	Permitted
	Permitted
	anti-corruption  law forbids bribery of health workers by companies. Companies pay hospitals directly to use milks. 

	Denmark
	8/7/93

New law  adopted 2008 

Please see: https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=114065 
	Forbidden for the public
allowed for health workers
	Forbidden
	Forbidden except for etc.
	Permitted but manufacturers have  in the past voluntarily refrained from advertising FOMs 
	Forbidden 
	We do not yet have a good translation of the Danish law but although very concerned they did not feel able to ban follow-on milk promotion . 

	Netherlands 
	New legislation came in May 2007
	New Regulations refer to Directive text so ads are permitted! The old law banned them 
	Forbidden
	Forbidden except for

etc ...
	Permitted
	Permitted
	New requirements in May transpose 2006/141/EC word for word.  Disaster.


	Country
	Date of law
	Promotion of  infant formula 
	Free samples of infant formula
	Free and low-cost supplies of infant formula
	Adverts and samples for Follow on milks (FOMs)
	Display of logos in health care system 
	Other comments

	Belgium
	5/1/94

New law passed – we don’t have the text
	Forbidden for public allowed for health workers
	Forbidden
(5.1.5.2; 5.1.5.3)
	Forbidden except  for

etc ...
	Permitted
	Permitted and common in health care system
	

	UK
	1/3/ 95

New Regulations came in

1.1.08
	Allowed for the public in health care system, for health worker in trade journals & on labels. Banned in new proposals.
	Forbidden
	Forbidden except  for

etc ..

forbidden by health circ..
	Permitted with some restrictions
	Permitted and common in health care system
	Detailed and complicated Guidance Notes accompany the  law and define good  practice, recommending that Labels warn about pathogens. 

	Greece
	9/8/93

new law?
	Allowed for the public and health workers
	Forbidden
	Forbidden except  for

etc ...
	Permitted
	Permitted and common throughout health care system
	Only Pharmacists sell formula (The European Commission failed to prevent this. ) 

	Portugal
	12/4/1993

Decreto-Lei No 115/93
	Allowed for the public and health workers
	Forbidden
	Forbidden except  for

etc ...
	Permitted
	Permitted
	Made very powerful speech at WHA EB Jan 08 in favour of Code. Annoyed the Commission.

	Germany 
	10/10/94

New law?
	Allowed for the public and health workers (3 .3)
	Forbidden 

(3.2.7)
	Forbidden
except for etc...
	Permitted
	Permitted
	The German law is weaker than the directive in places

	Ireland
	3/1/95

New Law 

S.I. No. 852 of 2007  came in 1.1.08
	Permitted in 2007 Regulations in baby care  publications.

	Forbidden  only at point of sale and through health care system. 
	Forbidden except for etc...
Minister  still to set guidelines
	Permitted and common
	Not referred to.
	The Irish law is weaker than the EU Directive in several sections.

The new one is weaker still but comes in immediately.

	Italy
	6/4/94

DRAFT law Nov 2007

Regolamento concernente l’attuazione della direttiva 2006/141/CE per la parte riguardante gli alimente …
	Permitted in old law but prohibited in the news draft in any shape or form and through whichever channel, including hospitals,  doctors’ surgeries, nurseries, conventions, conferences and exhibitions.  Advertising is permitted in scientific publications 


	Forbidden
	Forbidden except for etc...
	Permitted in old law – banned in the second draft of the new law - 
	?
	The DRAFT Italian law forbids all promotion of infant formula and follow-on formula and also controls sponsorship of education materials and conferences and other events.



	Finland 
	2007 law came into force 1.1.08 (under the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry) – apart from Art 15 on information for parents. 

Guidance will be revised in Spring 2008.

www.palvelu.fi/evi/files/55_519_343.pdf
	The Finnish law has used the text of the Directive but will interpret in a way not to all infant formula advertising. 


	Not allowed
	Forbidden
	Previous Instructions to control authorities extended  advertising restrictions to all formula used below 12 months. “On the basis of the experience gained in other EU countries on the marketing of follow-on formulae the National Food Agency of Finland recommends that the regulations on the sale and marketing of infant formulae as well as these control instructions are also applied to the sale and marketing of follow-on formulae.”
	Forbidden
	The Ombudsman is responsible for interpreting the application of the law. Over 12 months babies drink normal cows milk.



	Sweden 
	Oct.1999

Amning och bröstmjölkls…..labelling + quality regs also apply
	Forbidden
	Forbidden 
	Forbidden
	Forbidden – sort of – I’m not sure.  Something about needing to be ‘objective’!
	Forbidden
	A voluntary version of the Code has been in place since 1983, but does not have the status of law. The Ombudsman is recommending that the old agreement is enshrined in the new law which they say will go further than the EU Directive.  Decision expected in 2008. 

	Slovenia
	New law 31.5.07
	Forbidden
	Forbidden
	Forbidden
	Permitted but there are no FOMs on the market and no advertising YET.
	
	2000/141/EC, updates the previous law. It does allow information for health professionals.

	Poland 
	New law passed. No information yet 
	?
	?
	
	
	
	

	Slovakia
	Smernica 2877/2007-420

13.8.07 
	?
	?
	
	
	
	


Norway: Norway is not a member of the EU but has an agreement to implement EU Directives.   The Convention of the Rights of the Child (CRC) is LAW in Norway. So every child has a right  to the highest attainable standard of health - i.e  species specific milk and  breastfeeding care. State has an obligation to provide this.  Norway has adopted an action  plan for nutrition which has some excellent proposals for  activities, and distributes responsibility for taking action on State level.  Para 3.3 states that the Department of Health and Care should make preparations for the incorporation of all provisions of the WHO Code as law  in Norway. It is stated that the current legal provisions are not strict enough and leave out relevant resolutions.  The work on the new Norwegian law is ongoing and since follow-on milks are definitely considered breastmilk substitutes in Norway it is likely that the new law will forbid their promotion. 

Follow-on milk promotion globally: IBFAN’s State of the Code Charts 2006 show progress in Code implementation in 193 countries.  There are 9  categories. 32 countries are in Category 1 because they have implemented most of the Code and subsequent Resolutions in a comprehensive law.  44 countries are in Category 2  with many but not all provisions as law.  The expansion of the EU has seen a significant jump in Category 2 because the EU Directive does contain many provisions of the Code. However it is only the EU and a handful of others like Australia, New Zealand and Singapore which specifically restrict the scope of their  national measures to cover on infant formula.   27 countries globally specifically refer to FUFs in their legislation. Others in category 1, 2 and 3,  especially the earlier measures,  just say "bms" along with the definition found in the Code (China, Costa Rica, Guatemala).  Countries with laws in exotic languages (Middle East and Central Asia) have vague names for formula milks and it is difficult to establish if FUFs are in or not.  
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